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7th ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS Enrichment 
 

Focus Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 1  
May 4 - 8 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL 
IDEAS” handout pp. 3-4 (attached). 

 Read the article “Stop Googling. Let’s Talk” pp. 5-7 (attached). What is the 
central idea of the text? List 3-4 details from the text that support the 
central idea. 

 Write a 2-3 paragraph summary of the text. 

 What is the author’s purpose for writing this article? Write a brief 
explanation for your answer and cite several pieces of textual evidence to 
support your answer. 

 What is the author’s point of view on the topic? Find details from the text 
that support the author’s point of view. 

 Do you agree or disagree with the author’s point of view? Explain in two 
paragraphs why or why not and provide evidence from the text to support 
your stance. 

 

 

Focus Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 2 
May 11 - 15 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: AUTHOR’S PERSPECTIVE AND 
ARGUMENT” handout pp. 8-9 (attached). 

 Reread the article “Stop Googling. Let’s Talk” pp. 5-7 (attached). What is 
the author’s main claim in this article? What facts and opinions does the 
author use to support his or her claim? Find several pieces of textual 
evidence that support the claim. 

 Do you agree with the argument and its supporting evidence? Why or why 
not? Write a response to the essay in which you state a claim and find 
evidence from the text to support your position. 

 

 

Focus Standards: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word 
choice on meaning and tone. 
 

Weeks 3  
May 18 - 22 

 Read “The Rose That Grew From Concrete” p. 10 (attached) and complete 
the activities. 

 Tupac uses personification in his poem. (Personification gives human 

qualities to a nonhuman subject.) Find one or more examples of 

personification in his poem and explain how it is an example of 

personification.  

 Using the theme identified on #1 of the handout, write your own poem 

using personification. 
 

 

Focus Standards: Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another. 
 

Week 4  
May 25 - 29 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: CONFLICTING ARGUMENTS” 
handout p. 11 (attached). 

 After reading the two passages on the handout, which one do you agree 
with? Why or why not? Using evidence from both texts, write an essay in 
which you take a position, state a claim, and find evidence from the text to 
support your position.  
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7th SOCIAL STUDIES Enrichment 
 

Focus Standards: Identify causes and consequences of World War II and reasons for the United 
States' entry into the war.  
- Critique major social and cultural changes in the United States since World War II. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 1  
May 4 - 8 

 

 Read the two articles on “World War II Propaganda” p. 12 (attached). 

 What is the central idea of each text? List 3-4 details from the text that 
support the central idea of each text. 

 Write a 2-3 paragraph summary of each text. 

 What message was the author trying to convey in each of the texts? 

 Create a Venn diagram to illustrate the similarities and differences 

between the two articles.  
  

 

Focus Standards: Identify causes and consequences of World War II and reasons for the United 
States' entry into the war.  
- Critique major social and cultural changes in the United States since World War II. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 2  
May 11 - 15 

 

 Reread the two articles on “World War II Propaganda” p. 12 (attached). 

 Write two paragraphs explaining whether you think the usage of 
propaganda posters was positive or negative. Cite textual evidence from the 
texts to support your claim. 

 Describe the action taking place each political cartoon at the bottom of the 
handout. What is the message of each cartoon? Use objects in the poster to 
support your claim. 

 

 

Focus Standard:  Explaining rights of citizens as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights under the 
Constitution of the United States. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 3 
May 18 - 22 

 

 The Bill of Rights was written more than 200 years ago when our country 
was, in many ways, a very different place. Over time, the Constitution has 
been amended, or changed, and now includes a total of 27 amendments. 
But the original Bill of Rights has not changed.  

 Why is The Bill of Right important to our country? What purpose does it 
serve for our citizens? 

 If you could add one more amendment to the Bill of Rights, what would it 
be and why? Be sure to explain the right or freedom your amendment 
would protect and why you believe it is important for Americans to have 
that right or freedom 

 

 

Focus Standards:  Determine how regions are used to describe the organization of Earth's surface. 
Identifying physical and human features used as criteria for mapping formal, functional, and perceptual 
regions. Examples: physical—landforms, climates 
 

Weeks 4  
May 25 - 29 

 

 Complete the “Climate Zones of North America” activities p. 13 (attached). 

 Think about why people may have founded cities where they are 
considering the climate in different areas. What factors influenced 
settlement? What factors may have made settlement more difficult? Write 
a short explanation of these questions using a few of the cities in the chart. 
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Ratios, Tables, and Graphs
A ratio is a comparison of two quantities. You can represent ratios in different ways.

There are 7 boys for every 12 girls in a grade 6 classroom. Write the ratio of boys to girls in 3 different ways.

You can write a ratio of the number of boys to the number of girls with the word “to”: 7 to 12.
You can write a ratio comparing the number of boys to girls with a colon: 7 : 12.
You can write the number of boys to girls as a fraction. Write the number of boys on top: 7

12
.

EXAMPLE A

Ratios can be shown in a table.

The table represents the ratio of boys to girls. It shows equivalent ratios for 7 boys to 12 girls.

Boys 7 14 21 28 35
Girls 12

Step 1: Look at the third column with 14 boys. Find the factor by which to multiply 7 to get 14.

  The factor is 2 because 7 3 2 5 14

Step 2: Multiply 12 girls by 2.

  12 3 2 5 24 

Step 3: Write 24 in the third column.

Continue in this way for each column of the table to fill in the table.

Solution:

Boys 7 14 21 28 35
Girls 12 24 36 48 60

EXAMPLE B
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Ratios, Tables, and Graphs (continued)

A graph can be used to represent the ratio of boys to girls. 

Let x represent the number of boys. Let y represent the number of girls.  
Graph the completed table from Example B.

Step 1: Let x represent the number of boys. Let y represent the number of girls.  
  Write ordered pairs (x, y) for each column in the table.

  (7, 12), (14, 24), (21, 36), (28, 48), (35, 60)

Step 2: Label the graph on the axes. Write a title for the graph. Plot the points.

EXAMPLE C
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PRACTiCE
Write each ratio in three ways.

 1. There are 4 cats for every 3 dogs.

  

 2. There are 5 seats for each table.

  

 3. Sienna can run 2 miles in 14 minutes. Complete the table.

Miles 2
Minutes 14

 4. Use the grid below to graph the table of miles to minutes. Label the axes and give a title to 
the graph.
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Algebraic Expressions
Algebraic expressions are written to represent mathematical situations. Examples of algebraic 
expressions include the cost to bowl a number of games with shoe rental, sharing the bill at a 
restaurant with friends, or finding how many objects there are in part of a group.
Certain words and phrases can suggest what operation or operations you need to write an 
expression. This table shows some examples.

Words and Phrases Suggested Operation

plus, sum, in all, altogether, increased by, total addition
minus, difference, less than, decreased by, how many more subtraction
times, product, in all, altogether, total multiplication
quotient, per, each, split, shared equally division

It costs $6 per hour to ice skate at Madison Ice Rink. Skate rental is $4. Write an expression
to represent how much it costs to skate for any number of hours with a skate rental.

Step 1: What do you know?

Step 2: Write an expression for the cost for any number of hours. 
Let h represent the number of hours.
Step 3: Skate rental is added to the cost.

Solution: The expression 6h 1 4 can be used to represent the cost 
to skate with a skate rental.

It costs $6 per hour.
Skate rental is $4.
6 3 h or 6h

6h 1 4

ExAmPlE A

You can evaluate an expression by substituting a number for the variable. If there is more than 
one operation involved, follow the order of operations.

Hot dogs come in packages of 8 and hamburgers come in packages of 6. If d represents the number of hot dog 
packages and h represents the number of hamburger packages, then the expression 8d 1 6h can be used to 
represent the total number of hot dogs and hamburgers when buying any number of packages of hot dogs and 
hamburgers. How many hot dogs and hamburgers did Ms. Wilson buy in all, if d 5 6 and h 5 7?

Step 1: Substitute the values for the variables in the expression.
Step 2: Multiply inside each set of parentheses.
Step 3: Add.

Solution: Ms. Wilson bought 90 hot dogs and hamburgers.

8d 1 6h
5 (8 3 6) 1 (6 3 7)
5 48 1 42
5 90

ExAmPlE B



2© 2014 College Board. All rights reserved. SpringBoard Course 2, Unit 2

Algebraic Expressions (continued)

You can make a table to find different values when using an expression.

Mrs. Ramirez has five grandchildren. When she visits, she gives them each an equal amount of money. Write an 
expression and then make a table to show how much money each grandchild would receive depending on how 
much money Mrs. Ramirez brings. In the table show that Mrs. Ramirez may bring multiples of $25 up to $125.

Step 1: Write an expression. Let d represent dollars.

Step 2: Make a table using the expression.  
Substitute 25, 50, 75, 100, and 125 for d.

d
5

 or d 4 5

Solution:  Total Amount
Given, in dollars (d)

Amount Each Grandchild
Receives, in dollars (d 4 5)

  25   5
  50 10
  75 15
100 20
125 25

ExAmPlE c

PRAcTIcE
Write an algebraic expression for each situation.
 1. 6 more than a number  2. a number of pennies split into 4 equal groups  

 3. 5 fewer than 3 times a number  4. 12 more than 2 times a number 

Evaluate each expression if x 5 8 and y 5 4.
 5. 3x 1 2y 2 6  6. 3 3 (5x 2 6y) 

 7. Five friends went to lunch. They each ordered the same meal and at the end of lunch, they 
gave the waitress a $10 tip.

 a. Write an algebraic expression to represent the situation. 

 b. How much was spent if each lunch cost $8? 

 8. A plumber charges $125 per hour and a $75 house-call fee.

 a. Write and evaluate an algebraic expression to find how much money the plumber will 
charge if the job takes 3 hours. 

 b. Is it less expensive to have the plumber work for 4 hours or to have her come back for two 
2-hour jobs? Explain. 
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Solving One-Step Equations
An equation is a number sentence that states that two expressions are equivalent. An equation 
has an is-equal-to sign (5) in it. Among the uses for solving equations are finding the cost of 
each item in a group, how items are being shared, or how many more one group is than another.

How many circles are equal to a star?

1 5

Step 1: Write an expression to represent the left side of the equation. Let s represent  
the number of circles that are equal to a star.

Step 2: Count the number of circles on the right side of the equation.

Step 3: Use a related fact to find how many circles are equal to a star.

Solution: A star is equal to 5 circles.

3 1 s

3 1 s 5 8

8 2 3 5 s
8 2 3 5 5

ExamplE a

You can use inverse operations to solve an equation. Inverse operations are operations that 
“undo” each other. Addition and subtraction are inverse operations. By using inverse operations, 
you can isolate the variable on one side of the equation.

Find the value of n in the equation n 2 12 5 19.

Step 1: Undo the subtraction. Add 12 to both sides of the equation.

Solution: The value of n is 31.

n 2 12 5 19
n 2 12 1 12 5 19 1 12

          n 5 31

ExamplE B

You can check if your solution is correct by substituting the solution into the original equation. 
Since 31 2 12 5 19, the solution in Example B is correct. 



2© 2014 College Board. All rights reserved. SpringBoard Course 2, Unit 4

Solving One-Step Equations (continued)

Multiplication and division are inverse operations.

Find the value of p in the equation p 4 8 5 12.

Step 1: Undo the division. Multiply each side of the equation by 8.

Solution: The value of p is 96.

p 4 8 5 12
p 4 8 3 8 5 12 3 8

        p 5 96

ExamplE C

One-step equations may involve negative integers.

What is the value of m in the equation below?

4 1 m 5 26

Step 1: Undo the addition. Subtract 4 from both sides of the equation.

Solution: The value of m is 210.

4 1 m 5 26
4 2 4 1 m 5 26 2 4

          m 5 210

ExamplE D

When multiplying and dividing with integers, remember these rules:
	 • If the signs are the same, the product or quotient is positive.

	 • If the signs are different, the product or quotient is negative.

What is the value of q in the equation below?

6q 5 278

Step 1: Undo the multiplication. Divide each side of the equation by 6.

Solution: The value of q is 213.

6q 5 278
q6

6
 5 

78
6

2

  q 5 213

ExamplE E
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pRaCTICE
Solve each equation.

 1. 8 1 x 5 17    2. x 2 14 5 13    3. 5x 5 45   

 4. y 4 4 5 11    5. 16 1 y 5 45    6.  
y
6

 5 36   

 7. 5 1 z 5 23    8. z 2 4 5 22    9. 3z 5 221   

 10. Adam has 28 model cars and airplanes. He has 16 model cars. The rest of his models are  
airplanes. Write and solve an equation to find how many model airplanes Adam has.

  

 11. Melissa baked 4 batches of cookies. She baked the same number of cookies in each batch.  
She made a total of 96 cookies.

 a. Write and solve an equation to find how many cookies were in each batch.

  

 b. Explain how you solved the equation.

  

Solving One-Step Equations (continued)



 

Grade 7 Life Science 

 

Directions: Please answer the questions below based on the articles.  

Articles: All Systems Are Go Background Reading  
                  Cell Explorer Background Reading  
 
1. What are some basic functions ALL cells need to perform? 

2. In what ways does the structure of the mitochondria relate to its function? 

3. Identify three systems and explain their function. 
 

4. Using a drawing, explain how organs in the circulatory system connect with the respiratory system. 

 

Article: Three Levels of Biodiversity Background Reading 
 
 

5. Create a food web that shows the energy relationships between the organisms in the ecosystem. 
 
 
Articles: Cell Explorer Background Reading 
                Where Do You Get Your Energy? Background Reading 
 
6. Compare and contrast photosynthesis and respiration.  
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All Systems Are Go
Background Reading

All organisms are characterized by a high degree of complexity and organization. Single-celled organisms have
multiple organelles—the small structures that maintain the cell—and complex structures, such as the cell membrane,
that enable them to meet their energy and nutrient requirements.

Multicellular organisms have even greater complexity. In single cells, nutrients can move into the cells and waste can
move out of the cells by diffusion. In large multicellular animals, specialized cells, tissues, organs, and organ systems
are required to meet these needs. Specialization of cells into nerve cells and muscle cells, for example, has been
possible because other cells and systems of cells have evolved to serve other vital functions. Whereas single-celled
organisms each have to take care of all of their basic needs—finding food, reproducing, sensing danger—multicellular
organisms have a variety of different types of cells, each of which specializes in meeting just one or two basic needs.

Cells specialized to perform certain functions have become grouped among similarly specialized cells to form tissues,
including epithelial tissue, connective tissue, muscle tissue, and nerve tissue. A structure made up of two or more
tissue types working together in a common function is called an organ. The heart, for example, is made up of muscle,
nerve, and connective tissues that work together to provide the rhythmic motion that pumps blood throughout the body.

Together, organs that share a common function or functions make up one of ten major systems in the body. For
example, the heart, blood, and blood vessels make up the circulatory system, which is responsible for supplying
oxygen and nutrients to tissues throughout the body and removing waste products. However, despite its functional
specialization, each system is integrally connected to every other system. Oxygen enters the circulatory system as it
passes through the respiratory system. Nutrients are absorbed in the small intestine of the digestive system. The
oxygen and nutrients are then carried by the circulatory system to provide energy to all other organ systems, including
the nervous system, which maintains the nerve signals required to keep the heart beating. The limbic system helps
clean the blood of pathogens, while the reproductive system makes it possible to pass the individual's genes on to the
next generation.

Reprinted from PBS LearningMedia: All Systems Are Go 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/lsps07.sci.life.stru.bodysystems/all-systems-are-go/ 
© 2013 WGBH. All Rights Reserved. For personal or classroom use only. Not for redistribution.

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/lsps07.sci.life.stru.bodysystems/all-systems-are-go/
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Where Do You Get Your Energy?
Background Reading

The intricate processes by which organisms harness, consume, digest, repackage, and use energy are essential to
life. Yet, without the Sun, the origin of all of this energy, life would not exist.

Photosynthesis is the process by which plants (and a few types of single-celled organisms) use energy from the Sun to
transform carbon dioxide and water into carbohydrates. Although only a small portion of solar energy that falls on Earth
is stored in the chemical bonds of plant compounds, photosynthesis sustains—either directly or indirectly—nearly all
life forms.

While sunlight provides the energy needed to drive photosynthesis, a molecule called chlorophyll in the leaves of
plants makes the reaction possible. This green pigment is found in specialized structures called chloroplasts inside a
plant's photosynthetic cells. Chloroplasts serve a vital function in the conversion of light energy into chemical energy.
They have much in common with mitochondria, the so-called powerhouses of the cell.

Mitochondria are the cell structures that convert energy that has been stored as carbohydrates into a molecule called
adenosine triphospate (ATP), a form of energy the cell can readily use. Plant and animal cells both rely on
mitochondria to release the energy needed to support vital functions. However, much of the energy plants harness
remains in their tissues. Animals have evolved to take advantage of the energy stored in plant tissue. The majority of
animals, including humans, rely on the carbohydrates from plant roots, stems, leaves, seeds, and fruits as their
primary source of energy.

To access the energy contained in plant or animal tissue, humans must first break down their food, both physically and
chemically, into glucose and other molecules more easily absorbed by the blood. This process takes place in the
stomach and the intestines. From there, glucose moves into the bloodstream and is carried to the liver and muscles,
where it is stored.

Glucose is the raw material that drives cellular respiration. In a process that has more than five dozen steps, a single
glucose molecule is converted into 38 molecules of ATP. Each of these molecules can be used, or "spent," easily and
efficiently inside the cells to drive even the smallest chemical reactions. It is this efficiency, the ability to distribute units
of energy as needed, that drives the cellular respiration process.
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Cell Explorer
Background Reading

We are all familiar with the specialized structures our bodies possess that enable us to meet our various needs. We
know that our jaws and teeth help us to process the food we eat and that our stomachs continue the digestive process;
we know that our hearts pump blood and that our lungs enable us to absorb oxygen and release carbon dioxide. We
are able to function because each of these specialized structures does its job.

Specialized structures are not unique to higher organisms like ourselves. In fact, every living cell—including single-
celled organisms and the individual cells that make up higher organisms—contains its own set of structures, generally
called organelles, that perform specific jobs and enable cells to serve their various functions. All cells must perform
three basic functions: They must obtain and process energy; they must synthesize a wide variety of proteins; and they
must replicate their genetic material and divide.

Mitochondria, a type of organelle, provide cells with the energy they need to drive all other functions. Because of this
they are often referred to as the "power stations" of cells. The energy that mitochondria produce comes from a process
called aerobic respiration, in which they burn food molecules in the presence of oxygen and release the chemical
energy the food contains.

Other cell structures are dedicated to protein synthesis. These include ribosomes, which synthesize proteins,
endoplasmic reticula, which store and transport proteins and other compounds, and Golgi bodies, which process and
package proteins destined for other organelles or for transport outside the cell. Without any one of these structures,
cells would be unable to perform their vital functions.

Although all of the organelles serve critical functions, one organelle—the nucleus—is arguably the most important.
This structure contains a cell's genetic material, its DNA. DNA provides the instructions for building proteins, and, thus,
dictates the structure and function of the cell, and the organism of which the cell is a part, throughout its life. DNA also
provides a mechanism for passing genetic information on to the next generation. Through mitosis, cells replicate their
DNA and then pass these complete sets of genetic material to their daughter cells when they divide. Structures called
centrosomes play a role in this process by generating microtubules, which help to pull duplicate chromosomes apart.

Although most cells have many types of organelles, a cell's role in part determines the type and number of organelles it
contains. For example, a cell that is heavily involved in protein synthesis will possess large numbers of protein-
synthesizing ribosomes and an extensive endoplasmic reticulum. Cells that do a great deal of work, such as muscle
cells, have many mitochondria to keep up with their high energy demands. And many plant cells contain chloroplasts
that enable the cells to capture and convert the Sun's energy through photosynthesis.
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Three Levels of Biodiversity
Background Reading

Take a minute and think about a team sport you enjoy playing or watching. What would happen if, all of a sudden, you
were the only person on that team or your teammates decided to quit doing their jobs? Chances are you would lose.

Biodiversity within an ecosystem works similarly to a team sport. Biodiversity is the interaction between all of the
organisms in an ecosystem, their differences, and how they relate to each other. Just like the members of a team, each
organism has a specific role to fill. This roll is called a niche. Unfortunately, in an ecosystem, if one of the organisms is
no longer able to fulfill its job, there is a lot more at stake than losing a game. When biodiversity is changed or
damaged, it can cause loss of plant species that could be a source of medicine or other resource of economic
importance. Plus, the bottom line is, something beautiful is being destroyed as well as a species upon which other
species depended.

Biodiversity occurs in three different levels: Genetic, Species, and Ecosystem. Genetic diversity refers to the
differences within members of a species and their ability to adapt to changes. Species diversity refers to the total
number of plant, animal, and insect species that can be found in a particular region. Ecosystem refers to the specific
natural communities and the diverse species found there. From the basic genetic level, to the broad ecosystems level,
biodiversity plays an extremely important roll in our world.

Reprinted from PBS LearningMedia: Three Levels of Biodiversity 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ketknh.sci.lifesci.threelevels/threebiolevels/ 
© 2014 KET. All Rights Reserved. For personal or classroom use only. Not for redistribution.
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